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4 Characteristics of Israel’s Government
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Israel’s Government Structure

PRESIDENT - HEAD OF STATE

ELECTORATE (Citizens)

K

LEGISLATIVE% EXECUTIVE JUDICIARY
KNESSET PRIME MINISTER SUPREME COURT
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Israeli Votmg Process

Each citizens votes for 1 party and not a specific person to
represent a specific area. Each MK represents all of Israel.

American Voting Process

For the federal legislative
branch, each citizen who
is registered, votes for a

— candidate who represents |
JCRCXRX their geographic area. ox
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19t Knesset noidn
2013( Elections)

\

Knesset

Israeli legislative election, 2013

Kadima [2]
m Yesh Atid [19]
m Likud-Beitenu [31]
m Habeit Hayehudi [12]
m Shas [11]

m Yzhadut Hatorah [7]

m Balad, Ta'al [7]
m Hadash [4]
m Meretz [6]
m Avoda [15]

Hatnua [6]
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19t Knesset no1dn
2013( Elections)

Right Wing
Parties

m Likud-Beitenu [31]

m Habeit Hayehudi [12]
m Shas [11]

m Yahadut Hatorah [7]
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19th Knesset no1>n

—
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2013( Elections)

Left Wing
Parties

Kadima [2]
® Yesh Atid [19]
m Balad, Ta'al [7]
m Hadash [4]
m Meretz [6]
m Avoda [15]
Hatnua [6]



19t Knesset no1dn
2013( Elections)

Coalition

w Yesh Atid [19]
Hatnua [6]

W Likud-Beitenu [31]

B Habeit Hayehudi [12]
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19t Knesset noidn
2013( Elections)

9 . The Coalition Puzzle

Wi Right-Center government minus haredim

Likud-Beiteinu

67

MKs

opposition

Yesh Atid

. Habayit
Hatnua HaVEhUdi



2015 Elections

Winter is Coming — the 2015 Israeli Elections!

(click on the hyperlink to view video)




Why Elections Now?

* Disagreements in Late November/Early
December 2014 s

— VAT Law TR

— “Jewish Nation State Law”

* December 2" — Likud announced government
dissolution bill

 Elections set for March 17, 2015

[CRCHT P



Main Issues in 2015 Elections

* Economics AFFORDABLE HOUSING
_ Cost of Living: “Finishing @ wi™ ISRAEL
e Month” HEALTHCARE
the Mon 2 STATE SOLUTION

 Budget Priorities

— Funding Settlements

RELIGION & STATE

ZIONISM

DEMOCRACY

— Transparency in budget
* Foreign Policy including Palestinian Conflict

* Just Not Bibi ZUS*N“ e
o TN

 Scandals

[CRC XX



Political Map of Israeli Parties
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2015 Right Wing Partles

—“oSn
Halikud

(The Consolidation)

Yisrael
Beiteinu

(Israel Our Home)

HaBayit
HaYehudi

(Jewish Home)
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Right Wing Parties Campaign Ads

Click on the links below to view the ads

* Halikud
* “Bibi-Sitter”
* “Kindergarten”
* “Levi Eshkol”

* HaBayit HaYehudi
» “Stop Apologizing”
* “But he’s Right Wing”
» “Civics Quiz”
ICRCHX .




2015 Orthodox Parties

Shas (Sephardic Guards)

Yahaduit Ha’Torah Ha'am Itanu
(United Torah Judaism) (The People are with us)

ANA TG
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2015 Centrist Parties
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Yesh Atid
Kulanu (There is a Future)
(All of Us) @
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Centrist Parties Campaign Ads

Click on the links below to view the ads

* Kulanu
* “Michael Oren, House of Cards”

* Yesh Atid
e “Something Amazing - Budget”
* “Something Amazing - Corruption”

CRCHE
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2015 Left Wing Parties

Menatzchim Beyachad (Winning Together)

P o'nyan
| -‘“\ anna

2l 0
Avodah (Labor)

manasmmmayan

“Ha’Machane Ha’Tzioni (zionist Camp)

atiNIN
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manaimmayn

Ha’Tnuah (The Movement)

Meretz
(Vigo r)
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Centrist Parties Campaign Ads

Click on the links below to view the ads

e Ha’Machane Ha’Tzioni

* “50 Shades of Black”
 “What is a Zionist”

* Meretz
e “Meretz Crashes a Wedding”

JCRC AT



2015 Arab Parties (United Arab List)
Hadash Y'Tn

(acronym for Ha’Hazit Ha’Demokratit Le’Shalom
u’LeShivion - The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality)

’

I I
Q&Mm Ra'am-Ta'al Balad abliol by
(Two parties that united: | (acronym for Brit Le'umit
— Ra’am: Acronym for Reshima Demokratit - Nation)
L.y Arawt'Me uhe,det - United
@ | Arab List & Ta’al: acronym
» for Tnu'a Aravit - P
% Le’Hithadshut - Arab k& > 5 J @
I(/ Y ’ ( Movement for Renewal i’f;/) e Jewish Feders
«: Israel Engagement
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POI I S (January)

After six years of Would you like

Netanyahu as PM, Netanyahu to remgln? T e ————
where is Israel PM after the election” opinion, is most fit to be
headed? prime minister?

§4% oy 53% - = 34% NBeniamr:n
In the wrong |wouldn't | would Sianyai

direction | Isaac Herzog - 17%

Naftali Bennett - 12%

Avigdor 3
Lieberman . ™

Yair Lapid [ 6%

Moshe Kahlon 6%

199% - j « 27%

| . ' 1 0
| don't In the right .13% I don'tknow [N 18%
know direction | don't know

L he Jewash Federation
DF GREATER WASHINGTON

V)
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POI I S (January)

< m2013 Knesset m2015 PollAverage

4 ; @\
JCRCR 5

DF GREATER WASHING DN
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PO I I S (February)

Over Time, Netanyahu Loses Favorability

Please tell me whether you have a positive or negative opinion of Benyamin Netanyahu. If you
have no opinion or have never heard of the person, just say so. [ALL LIKELY VOTERS]

~*Favorable “*Unfavorable

53 54
e
41 42 41
Jan. 2013 Jan. 2014 Feb. 2015
THE TIMES
OF ISRAEL Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat '/ 0 Lo

likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. Israel Engagement

| | @
ICRC " ( Survey results from week of February 2" of a representative sample of @

HING TN



PO I I S (February)

Netanyahu Soured Among Centrists

Please tell me whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of each of the following.
“Benjamin Netanyahu” [SELF IDENTIFIED CENTRIST VOTERS ONLY]

January 2013 February 2015

73

21
Favorable  Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable
THE TIMES
OF |SRAEL Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

@
]CRC n Survey results from week of February 2" of a representative sample of @
L he Jewash Federation

S 824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat = ... ... ...
AT it LN likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. S B L
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Netanyahu’s Favorability

Just Not Bibi Video

(click on hyperlink to view)



PO"S (February)
Still 1/5 Voters Don’t Know Herzog

Please tell me whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of Isaac Herzog.
[ALL LIKELY VOTERS]

¥ Favorable
B Unfavorable

Very Somewhat Somewhat Very Don't Know/
favorable  favorable unfavorable unfavorable Never Heard
Of
THE TIMES
OF lSRAEL Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

@
ICRC n Survey results from week of February 2" of a representative sample of @ /
R 824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat ' )00 Lodooon

RES XTI P LN L]

likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. Israel Engagement



PO I I S (February)

Undecideds Still Looking for Leadership

Between the following 5 people, who would you most trust to improve Israel’s economy?
[UNDECIDED VOTERS]

39
14 14
10
. 5
Kahlon Herzog  Netanyahu Lapid Bennett Don't Know/

Other

THE TIMES

OF |SRAEL Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

'liht'l](‘\\i\h Federation

824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat = .. . ...
likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. Israel Engagement

f\\i
]CRC " ( Survey results from week of February 2" of a representative sample of



PO I I S (February)

Economic Issues Top Voters” Concerns

From the following 6 items, what in your opinion, is the most important issue for the
government of Israel to address? [ALL LIKELY VOTERS]

Economic issues such as the cost of living
and price of housing

The deterioration of relations with the

438

Palestinians in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza 19
Education 14
The Iranian Threat 10
Instability in countries of the region such as 5
Syria, Egypt, Lebanon etc.
Enlisting the Ultraorthodox and integrating )
them in the labor force
Other 2
Don't Know 2
THE TIMES
OF |SRAEL Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat Pleie Jlsiarh teeae
likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. Israel Engagement

YO
B A nd :
I(JR(/ " ( Survey results from week of February 2"* of a representative sample of %‘@



PO I I S (February)

Mixed Perceptions on Economic Leadership

Between the following 5 people, who would you most trust to improve Israel’s economy?
[ALL LIKELY VOTERS]

21 22
19 18
13
I 7
Kahlon Herzog  Netanyahu Lapid Bennett Don't Know/
Other
THE TIMES
OF ISRAEI. Survey design and analysis by Stephan Miller of 202 Strategies

@)
JCRC n ( Survey results from week of February 2" of a representative sample of @

L he Jewash Federation
VWSS ER 0\

824 Israeli adults who indicated that they were very likely or somewhat = .. . ...
fivieras likely to vote in the upcoming Knesset elections. Israel Engagement
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POI IS (March — Post Netanyahu speech)

Israel Election 2015: Poll Central Poll of Polls ;3% 2538 I By Date
Projected number of seats based on recent polls (average)
23 23
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POI IS (March — Post Netanyahu speech)

March 10 Panels/Knesset Channel Poll

///)

Right 47 Seats Center-Left 43 Seats

B Kulanu B Meretz 5
B Israel Beiteinu 5 B Zionist Union 24
B Likud 21 B Yesh Atid 14
B Jewish Home 12
Arab Parties 13 Seats Ultra-Orthodox 17 Seats
United List B Shas
B uTJ
M Yachad-Ha'am Itanu 4

@

](/R(J ’. ( The Jewish Federation

DF GREATER WASHINGTON
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International Media Election Headlines

L | W |

The Washington Post

A | Zionism debate at heart of bitter Israeli vote
I§rae|l's Nc.etanyahu warns US | @he N¢w ﬁork Eimes
against 'paving way to Iran bomb
Diverse Israeli Arab Political

Factions Join Forces to Keep Place

guardian in Parliament

Anyone but Bibi: why Israeli

election is unlikely to be easy for CIW
Netanyahu

Herzog 'calling Netanyahu's bluff' on security

J[CRCHX o
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Israeli Election Headlines
JERUSALEM POST

F 'Post’' poll finds 41% blame
w 3N‘ ‘ Netanyahu for housing crisis

HAARETZ

Cost-of-living emerges as key issue in 2015 0
Israel elections news.com
Bibi fatigue: Israelis are sick of Netanyahu, Kahlon: | will deal
but can’t agree on his replacement (3/9) with cost of living

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL

Palestinians not a key issue in Israeli elections /7

[CRC XX -



Israelis Explaining Voting Choices

| Vote Israel Video

(Click on hyperlink to view)

What if YOU could cast a vote

that makes history?

[CRCH Y
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For more information visit
www.jcouncil.org/Elections2015
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