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•  Parliamentary	
  Democracy	
  
•  Single	
  District	
  
•  Unicameral	
  
•  Mul8-­‐Party	
  

4	
  Characteris8cs	
  of	
  Israel’s	
  Government	
  



JUDICIARY EXECUTIVE LEGISLATIVE 
KNESSET PRIME MINISTER SUPREME COURT 

ELECTORATE (Citizens) 

PRESIDENT – HEAD OF STATE 

Israel’s	
  Government	
  Structure	
  



Israeli	
  Vo8ng	
  Process	
  

Each	
  ci8zens	
  votes	
  for	
  1	
  party	
  and	
  not	
  a	
  specific	
  person	
  to	
  
represent	
  a	
  specific	
  area.	
  Each	
  MK	
  represents	
  all	
  of	
  Israel.	
  

American	
  Vo8ng	
  Process	
  
For	
  the	
  federal	
  legisla8ve	
  
branch,	
  each	
  ci8zen	
  who	
  
is	
  registered,	
  votes	
  for	
  a	
  
candidate	
  who	
  represents	
  
their	
  geographic	
  area.	
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2015	
  Elec8ons	
  
Winter	
  is	
  Coming	
  –	
  the	
  2015	
  Israeli	
  Elec8ons!	
  

(click	
  on	
  the	
  hyperlink	
  to	
  view	
  video)	
  



Why	
  Elec8ons	
  Now?	
  

•  Disagreements	
  in	
  Late	
  November/Early	
  
December	
  2014	
  
– Budget	
  
– VAT	
  Law	
  
– “Jewish	
  Na2on	
  	
  State	
  Law”	
  

•  December	
  2nd	
  –	
  Likud	
  announced	
  government	
  
dissolu2on	
  bill	
  

•  Elec2ons	
  set	
  for	
  March	
  17,	
  2015	
  



Main	
  Issues	
  in	
  2015	
  Elec8ons	
  
•  Economics	
  
– Cost	
  of	
  Living:	
  “Finishing	
  	
  
the	
  Month”	
  

•  Budget	
  Priori8es	
  
– Funding	
  SeUlements	
  
– Transparency	
  in	
  budget	
  	
  

•  Foreign	
  Policy	
  including	
  Pales8nian	
  Conflict	
  
•  Just	
  Not	
  Bibi	
  
•  Scandals	
  

	
  



Poli8cal	
  Map	
  of	
  Israeli	
  Par8es	
  

LeW	
  Wing	
  
(Geopoli2cal)	
  

Right	
  Wing	
  
(Geopoli2cal)	
  

Capitalist	
  

Socialist	
  

Likud	
   Ha’Bayit	
  
Ha’Yehudi	
  	
  

Yisrael	
  Beiteinu	
  

Kulanu	
  Yesh	
  Athid	
  

Shas	
  
Yahaduit	
  	
  Ha‘Torah	
  

Ha'am	
  Itanu	
  	
  

Ha’Machane	
  
	
  Ha’Tzioni	
  

Meretz	
  

United	
  Arab	
  List	
  



2015	
  Right	
  Wing	
  Par8es	
  	
  

HaLikud	
  
(The	
  Consolida2on)	
  

HaBayit	
  
HaYehudi	
  
(Jewish	
  Home)	
  

Yisrael	
  
Beiteinu	
  

(Israel	
  Our	
  Home)	
  



	
  Right	
  Wing	
  Par8es	
  Campaign	
  Ads	
  
Click	
  on	
  the	
  links	
  below	
  to	
  view	
  the	
  ads	
  

• HaLikud	
  
•  “Bibi-­‐Si<er”	
  
•  “Kindergarten”	
  
•  “Levi	
  Eshkol”	
  

• HaBayit	
  HaYehudi	
  
•  “Stop	
  Apologizing”	
  
•  “But	
  he’s	
  Right	
  Wing”	
  
•  “Civics	
  Quiz”	
  



2015	
  Orthodox	
  Par8es	
  	
  

Shas	
  (Sephardic	
  Guards)	
  
Yahaduit	
  Ha’Torah	
  

(United	
  Torah	
  Judaism)	
  
Ha'am	
  Itanu	
  	
  

(The	
  People	
  are	
  with	
  us)	
  



2015	
  Centrist	
  Par8es	
  	
  

Kulanu	
  	
  
(All	
  of	
  Us)	
  	
  

Yesh	
  AGd	
  	
  
(There	
  is	
  a	
  Future)	
  



	
  Centrist	
  Par8es	
  Campaign	
  Ads	
  
Click	
  on	
  the	
  links	
  below	
  to	
  view	
  the	
  ads	
  

• Kulanu	
  
•  “Michael	
  Oren,	
  House	
  of	
  Cards”	
  

• Yesh	
  AGd	
  
•  “Something	
  Amazing	
  -­‐	
  Budget”	
  
•  “Something	
  Amazing	
  -­‐	
  Corrup8on”	
  

	
  



2015	
  LeW	
  Wing	
  Par8es	
  	
  
Menatzchim	
  Beyachad	
  (Winning	
  Together)	
  

Ha’Machane	
  Ha’Tzioni	
  (Zionist	
  Camp)	
  

Meretz	
  	
  	
  
(Vigor)	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Avodah	
  (Labor)	
  	
  	
   Ha’Tnuah	
  (The	
  Movement)	
  



	
  Centrist	
  Par8es	
  Campaign	
  Ads	
  
Click	
  on	
  the	
  links	
  below	
  to	
  view	
  the	
  ads	
  

• Ha’Machane	
  Ha’Tzioni	
  
•  “50	
  Shades	
  of	
  Black”	
  
•  “What	
  is	
  a	
  Zionist”	
  

• Meretz	
  
•  “Meretz	
  Crashes	
  a	
  Wedding”	
  



2015	
  Arab	
  Par8es	
  (United	
  Arab	
  List)	
  	
  
Hadash	
  	
  

(acronym	
  for	
  Ha’Hazit	
  Ha’Demokra9t	
  Le’Shalom	
  	
  
u’LeShivion	
  -­‐	
  The	
  Democra2c	
  Front	
  for	
  Peace	
  and	
  Equality)	
  	
  	
  

Ra'am-­‐Ta'al	
  
(Two	
  par2es	
  that	
  united:	
  

Ra’am:	
  Acronym	
  for	
  Reshima	
  
Aravit	
  Me'uhedet	
  -­‐	
  United	
  
Arab	
  List	
  &	
  Ta’al:	
  acronym	
  

for	
  Tnu'a	
  Aravit	
  
Le’Hithadshut	
  -­‐	
  Arab	
  

Movement	
  for	
  Renewal	
  

Balad	
  	
  
(acronym	
  for	
  Brit	
  Le'umit	
  
Demokra9t	
  -­‐	
  Na2on)	
  	
  



Polls	
  (January)	
  



Polls	
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Polls	
  (February)	
  	
  

Survey	
  results	
  from	
  week	
  of	
  February	
  2nd	
  of	
  a	
  representa9ve	
  sample	
  of	
  
824	
  Israeli	
  adults	
  who	
  indicated	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  very	
  likely	
  or	
  somewhat	
  

likely	
  to	
  vote	
  in	
  the	
  upcoming	
  Knesset	
  elec9ons.	
  



Polls	
  (February)	
  	
  

Survey	
  results	
  from	
  week	
  of	
  February	
  2nd	
  of	
  a	
  representa9ve	
  sample	
  of	
  
824	
  Israeli	
  adults	
  who	
  indicated	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  very	
  likely	
  or	
  somewhat	
  

likely	
  to	
  vote	
  in	
  the	
  upcoming	
  Knesset	
  elec9ons.	
  



Netanyahu’s	
  Favorability	
  
Just	
  Not	
  Bibi	
  Video	
  	
  

(click	
  on	
  hyperlink	
  to	
  view)	
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Polls	
  (March	
  –	
  Post	
  Netanyahu	
  speech)	
  	
  

Average	
  of	
  all	
  Israeli	
  polls	
  according	
  to	
  Haaretz	
  newspaper	
  as	
  of	
  March	
  9.	
  



Polls	
  (March	
  –	
  Post	
  Netanyahu	
  speech)	
  	
  



Interna8onal	
  Media	
  Elec8on	
  Headlines	
  

Zionism	
  debate	
  at	
  heart	
  of	
  biker	
  Israeli	
  vote	
  

Diverse	
  Israeli	
  Arab	
  Poli8cal	
  
Fac8ons	
  Join	
  Forces	
  to	
  Keep	
  Place	
  

in	
  Parliament	
  

Herzog	
  'calling	
  Netanyahu's	
  bluff'	
  on	
  security	
  

Anyone	
  but	
  Bibi:	
  why	
  Israeli	
  
elec8on	
  is	
  unlikely	
  to	
  be	
  easy	
  for	
  

Netanyahu	
  

Israel's	
  Netanyahu	
  warns	
  US	
  
against	
  'paving	
  way	
  to	
  Iran	
  bomb'	
  



Israeli	
  Elec8on	
  Headlines	
  

Cost-­‐of-­‐living	
  emerges	
  as	
  key	
  issue	
  in	
  2015	
  
Israel	
  elec8ons	
  

Bibi	
  fa8gue:	
  Israelis	
  are	
  sick	
  of	
  Netanyahu,	
  
but	
  can’t	
  agree	
  on	
  his	
  replacement	
  (3/9)	
  

'Post'	
  poll	
  finds	
  41%	
  blame	
  
Netanyahu	
  for	
  housing	
  crisis	
  

Pales8nians	
  not	
  a	
  key	
  issue	
  in	
  Israeli	
  elec8ons	
  

Kahlon:	
  I	
  will	
  deal	
  
with	
  cost	
  of	
  living	
  



Israelis	
  Explaining	
  Vo8ng	
  Choices	
  
I	
  Vote	
  Israel	
  Video	
  	
  

(Click	
  on	
  hyperlink	
  to	
  view)	
  



For	
  more	
  informa8on	
  visit	
  
www.jcouncil.org/Elec8ons2015	
  	
  


