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Welcome and Introduction 

Message from Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach 

To our friends, Jewish community members and, especially, our guests on this special 

night of remembrance and solidarity: thank you for being with us on this potentially im-

portant occasion.  Your presence, this sense of coming together, means a great deal to our 

community at this time. 

In planning this evening’s service, we chose to call this a Solidarity Shabbat  — before we 

knew that this is the exact name given to this weekend at synagogues and places of Jew-

ish communal gathering across North America.  To clarify what we meant by the term, 

then, we want to share our vision for this night’s service. 

Following the attack last week, after an initial reaction of shock and disbelief, we saw two 

purposes behind this invitation to come together. 

The first is to provide a place, and find an emotional space, for a genuine outpouring of 

support; grief and loss do not yield, but, perhaps, meet up with a grim resolve—to come 

and to comfort, to rise above that which would pull us apart, and send a message of unity 

and determination.  We will not let a madman — or those who are literally mad all the 

time — dictate to us who we are, how we function, and who we stand with in the world. 

The second purpose is based on the experience of a minority, of being “different.” We know 

that we are often curious about  — and also often fear — that which is unknown, and un-

familiar.  So we wanted, literally, to open ourselves to the community. 

I remember several years ago when a Sikh Community Center in Wisconsin was attacked.  

Days later, the local Sikh community, around the corner from our home in the Maryland 

suburbs of Washington DC, held its weekly service — but reached out, and welcomed the 

entire community.  It was packed.  And most who were there, like me, had driven by the 

center literally hundreds of times, without ever having gone inside. 

That was a powerful, moving experience for my family.  The message we got from that, one 

which we hope to echo here, tonight, is this: Here we are.  Come anytime.  In some ways 

we are just like you.  In other ways we may be different.  But look!  Come.  There is noth-

ing to fear here! 

Tonight we will share, together, a mostly typical Friday evening worship services.  There 

may be more explanation, and more singing in English, to make the service more accessi-

ble, but we wanted to share something authentic and usual for us.  We may skip a few of 

the longer prayers in Hebrew (and if you find the ones we do chant tonight to be long, re-

member — we are leavibg some things out!).  But this is, largely, who we are in communal 

prayer. 

And, instead of a sermon, we will speak with one another.  After sharing messages of sup-

port, we invite you to ask, learn, explore.  Be welcome here!  Be a part of our communal 

house.  As, we hope, you will welcome us into yours. 
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Introductions and Greetings  
A Celebration of Unity 
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Pittsburgh and Pipe Bombs, 

Charleston and Charlottesville and Charlotte Amalie 

 
Last year we came together, 
survivors of storms perhaps,  

but scared and scarred and changed forever 
from the people we once were. 

 
This year we are shaken in a different way, 

not from wind or water but from blood and hate. 

This night we make a promise: that we will remember. 

 
There is much to be thankful for. 

Last year and now, we have been witness 
to strangers opening their homes and their hearts, 

sharing scraps and offering hope and hugs and love. 

 
May we remember that goodness is real, heroes are all around us, 

and in the face of unimaginable evil, some do, and all of us can 

rise to the challenge, as beacons of light and bringers of hope. 

 
Too often, though, we have seen the “other side,” 

a stain on the soul, darkness of the spirit, 
fear and ignorance producing anger, 

resentment, bigotry… and violence. 

 
This night we remember 

Charleston and Charlottesville,  
Pittsburgh and pipe bombs,  

Orlando and Parkland and more, 
fevered rantings and blood spilled 

by the small-minded and afraid. 

 
This night we promise  

that instead of shrinking back or striking out, 
we can cherish each other, learn about each other, 

celebrate our differences — and discover how much we have in common. 

 
This night we remember 

that love can be stronger than hate, 
that friendship can be stronger than fear, 

if we will it, if we want it, if we but make it so. 
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Liturgy for Erev Shabbat/Friday Night 

  

Kindling the Lights of Shabbat 

We begin our service by kindling light. 

You are blessed, God of all and of us, 

Eternal Spirit of the Universe, 

who has called us and charged us, 

endowing us with dignity and responsibility, 

commanding us to ignite light, to be light, 

to shine with love in our lives. 

Oh hear my prayer I sing to You.  

Be gracious to the ones I love  

And bless them with goodness, and mercy and peace.  

Oh hear my prayer to You.  

Let us light these lights  

And see the way to You, And let us say: Amen.  

       Debbie Friedman 
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Lechu N'ranenah (Psalm 95)                      

        English translation and music 
        by Rabbi Ken Chasen 

 L'chu Neranenah, yai lai lai lai lai 
 L'Adonai, yai lai lai lai lai 
 Naria, yai lai lai lai lai, 
 L'tzur Yisheinu, yai lai lai lai lai. 

  
 Let us sing out to God, 
 the Maker of all,  
 sure and strong. 

 
 Let all of creation 
 from mountain to sea 
 hear our song. 

 
 L'chu Neranenah... 

  

 For all of the wonder 
 in all of God's light,  
 we rejoice. 

 So now let us listen 
 with all of our hearts 
 to hear God's voice. 

 
 L'chu Neranenah… 
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L’cha Dodi: Come, my Beloved, to meet the bride;  
let us welcome the presence of the Sabbath.  

1. "Observe" and "Remember the Sabbath day,"  
the only God caused us to hear in a single utterance:  
the Lord is One, and God’s name is One  
to his renown and his glory and his praise.   L’cha Dodi ... 
 
2. Come, let us go to meet the Sabbath,  
for it is a well-spring of blessing;  
from the beginning, from of old it was ordained, — 
 last in production, first in thought.    L’cha Dodi…. 
 
5. Arouse thyself, arouse thyself, for thy light is come: arise, shine; awake, awake; give forth a song;  
the glory of the Eternal is revealed upon thee.   L’cha Dodi... 
 
[We rise and turn towards the entrance, as if we are greeting a bride as she enters the room…] 
 

9. Come in peace, thou crown of thy husband, with rejoicing and with cheerfulness,  
in the midst of the faithful of the chosen people: come, O bride; come, O bride.   L’cha Dodi. 
 
L’cha Dodi: Come, my Beloved, to meet the bride; let us welcome the presence of the Sabbath.  
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A Celebration of Creation 

 
From Psalm 92: 

“Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbat;  
A song for the Sabbath day” 

 

A celebration of creation: 

“Ma Gad’lu ma’asecha Yah,  
me’od am’ku machshevotecha…. 

How great, how wondrous is Your work, O God! 
How deep, how profound Your design…” 
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Call to Worship 
Please rise  

Ma'ariv Aravim/ 

Roll Into Dark 

    Noam Katz 

Roll into dark,  

Roll into light 

Night becomes day  

Day turns to night 

Borei yom va-laila  

Goleil or mip-nei cho-shech  

    Goleil or mip-nei cho-shech  

    V’cho-shech mip-nei or  
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Ahavat Olam (Eternal Love) 

     (in three languages) 

    A. Rothschild 

  Ahavat olam ahavat olam beit Yis-ra-el am-cha a-hav-ta 

  Ahavat olam ahavat olam beit Yis-ra-el am-cha a-hav-ta 

  All the world sings to You, the world sings to You 

  All the world sings to You, the world sings to You 

  

  The song of the trees when wind stirs their leaves 

  The song of the earth when rain soothes it thirst 

  The song of the sea when waves are set free 

  The song of the sky when hummingbirds fly 

  Tous le monde chant de toi, le monde chant de toi, (4x) 

  

Hear O Israel, the Eternal is our God; the Eternal God is One! 

Blessed is God’s realm, a universe infused with Divinity, now and forever 

Please be Seated 
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Standing on the parted shores of history 

we still believe what we were taught  

before ever we stood at Sinai’s foot: 

That wherever we go, it is eternally Egypt, 

 that there is a better place, a promised land;  

that the winding way to that promise  

passes through the wilderness 

that there is no way to get from here to there  

except by joining hands, 

and marching  

together . 

 

      Based on Michael Walzer 
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Hashkiveinu/One Day 
                                     Craig Taubman/Matisyahu  

  

Hashkiveinu Adonai Eloheinu L’shalom,  
V’ha’amideinu  Shom’reinu L’chayim (2x or 4x) 
U’sh’mor Tzeiteinu… U’vo’einu, L’Chayim U’l’Shalom,  
Mei’ata V’Ad Olam… 

  
   Sometimes I lay  under the moon 
      And thank God I'm breathing 
 Then I pray don't take me soon 
 'Cause I am here for a reason 

      Sometimes in my tears I drown (I drown) 
     But I never let it get me down (me down) 
     So when negativity surrounds (surrounds) 
     I know some day it'll all turn around because… 

 

      All my life I've been waiting for 
      I've been praying for 
      For the people to say 
      That we don't wanna fight no more 
      There’ll be no more wars 
       And our children will play 

        One day [6x]… 
     Hashkiveinu…. 
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Last week,  
at a Sabbath service far away 
the peace we pray for on this day 

was shattered in the worst possible way. 

 
This week we say,  
we are here together to pray, 

to find our way back. 

 

Shabbat is supposed to be about  
a sweet taste of the way the world can be. 
 
But Shabbat must also be a promise, 
that when we leave this place and walk into the world 
we will have what it takes, we will do what it takes 
to make that peace possible again. 
 
Shamor.  V’sham’ru. 
To keep, to guard, to observe. 
It will take it all, to make our Shabbat,  
and the holy times of all people, everywhere, 

sweet, and sacred, and safe. 
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Intermediate Readings 

Silently/Personal Prayer 
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We pray for those in need of healing 

Khaled Abushaqra 

Kenneth Arthur 

Karen Bertrand 

Alex Botros 

Helen Brown 

Elliott Browner 

Eunice Bryan  

Ronald Chin  

Carol Corwin 

Elliott “Mac” Davis 

Jillian Demar 

Irvington Fahie  
Jennifer Forman 

Bellamy Gamboa 

Laura Gillead 

Alan Gland 

David Govea 

Alison Rosenbaum Grishman  

Michelle Joseph  

Sidney Katz  

Joe Kivel 

Armando Koghan 

Robert Kozarek and family  

Sheri Levson 

Ronald Lockhart 

Tanya Maisler 

Charlie Miller 

Ronald Minion 

Jennifer Moorehead  

Joni Moss 

Stanley Ng 

James Nicholsen 

Dallas Pontious  

Tammy Pontious 

Gary Pulitzer  

Rosa Pupko 

Francoise Richards 

Steve Rockstein 

Marilyn Rubin 

Lisa Sanes 

Natalie Schmier  

Greg Schnitzer 

Wendy Simmans  

Patricia Smith 

Naomi Stambler 

Louise Stein  

Elliot Tescher 

Alfreda Thomas  

Pauline Tischler 

Hannah Upp 

Edna Ruth Vincent  

Leah Walvisch 

Lauri Weinman 

Eugene Weisberg 

Roger Wilk 

Ronnie Wilk 

Wendy Wilk 

Ellis James Williams 

Dan Ben Yehudit Yakoel 

Dan Zlotowitz 
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Expressions of Support 

and Reflections on Recent Events 

Greetings and Remarks: 

From public officials  

and community leadres 

 

Welcome from Dorothy Isaacs, 

President, Hebrew Congregation of St. Thomas 

Statement from  

Governor Kenneth Mapp 

Remarks by 

Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett 

Senator Tregenza Roach 

From the faith communities 

of our island communities 

Reflections shared by: 

 

Reverend Jeffrey Neevel, 

Pastor, St. Thomas Reformed Church 

Reverend Charles Brown Jr. 

Pastor, Family of Faith American Methodist Episcopal Church 

 

Reverend Dr. Mikie Roberts, 

Pastor, Memorial Moravian Church 

Imam Abubakar Mohamed, 

Spiritual Leader, Nur Ahl-Us Sunnah Islamic Center 

Message from  

Rabbi Asher Federman, 

Chabad Lubavitch of the Virgin Islands 
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We observe the Yahrzeit of the following Chai  members   

and those dear to our Chai members       

Miriam Azer 

Jennie Bernstein 

Joyce Maduro Bronner 

Leon Burke 

Muriel Cutler 

Annette Etscovitz 

Josef Ben Zalman Feldman 

Adolph Friedman 

Louis Gerstel 

Nathan Ginsberg 

Kay Goodman 

Herbert Gordon 

Simon Greenberg 

Laurette Healy 

Jacob Hubberman 

Ivor Isakov 

Rose Jaffe 

Lily Kallins 

Basia Bas Yosef Kaplan 

William Karol 

Joseph Kirschner 

Joseph Leinoff 

Hilda Lerner 

Melvin Lieber 

Tamy Lipsius 

Barton Loeb 

Carole Lokker 

Holly Gail Lowe 

Gussie Mintz 

Jerome Moskowitz 

Albert I. Nappen 

Suzanne Newmark 

Ray Niedergang 

Dorothy Niskar 

Jacob Relkin 

Joan Rosen 

Mary Rosenberg 

Sam Rosenberg 

Mary Rubin 

Shirley Rubinstein 

Martha Schaffer 

Alice Scher 

Dolores Schneider 

William Schneider 

Dolores Sobel 

Perri Sova 

Racheal Spizz 

Reuben Spizz 

Anne Teichman 

Lorraine Tilley 

Louis Wohl 

Jerom Leonard Yesko 

Seymour Zenlea 
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Of Blessed Memory 

 

Hal Steger 

 

 

 

The eleven victims of the Shabbat Morning Massacre  

at Tree of Life Synagogue, Squirrel Hill, Pittsburgh, PA 

October 27, 2018 

Joyce Fienberg, 75, of Oakland;  

Richard Gottfried, 65, of Ross;  

Rose Mallinger, 97, of Squirrel Hill;  

Jerry Rabinowitz, 66, of Edgewood;  

brothers Cecil Rosenthal, 59, of Squirrel Hill,  

and David Rosenthal, 54, of Squirrel Hill;  

married couple Bernice Simon, 84, of Wilkinsburg  

and Sylvan Simon, 86, of Wilkinsburg;  

Daniel Stein, 71, of Squirrel Hill;  

Melvin Wax, 88, of Squirrel Hill;  

and Irving Younger, 69, of Mt. Washington.  
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Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu 

 

Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu  

Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu 

Od Yavo Shalom Aleinu 

V’al Kulam 

 Salaam 

 Aleinu V’al Kol HaOlam, 

 Salaam, Salaam  

 

Surely, someday, eventually 

peace will come to us, 

To everyone. 
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November Celebrations 

 

Anniversaries 

Mitchell and Thuy Rieder, November 21 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

Jared Falek – Nov. 8 

Roger Minkoff – Nov. 12 

Benjamin Freedman – Nov. 14 

Diane Becker Krasnick – Nov. 15 

Cristina Friedman – Nov. 16 

Daniel Feshbach – Nov. 17 

 Naomi Lang – Nov. 19 

 Peter Rosen – Nov. 19 

 Dorothy Isaacs – Nov. 20 

 Lane Sell – Nov. 25 

 Mark Isaacs – Nov. 26 

 Bonnie Weinberg –Nov. 27 
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