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Millions of Americans today make instant best-sellers of Christian religious works dealing with The End Days, the “Rapture,” the Millennium, and other ideas which imply an imminent end of history as we know it, and describe a cataclysmic transition to a new era.  The concepts feel completely foreign to many Jews, and, indeed, there is much that is new and, arguably, potentially dangerous, in many of these ideas.


But general speculation about the end of time and the culmination of history is not something in the sole possession of our Christian neighbors.  Indeed, apocalyptic and eschatological literature (literature dealing with the end of the world as we know it) began with Jewish writers, in a particular period of late Biblical and early post-Biblical history.  In these four weeks we will explore the origins of this ancient Jewish literature and the historical context in which it emerged, from some of the visions of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Second Isaiah and Zechariah, to the Book of Daniel, to Apocryphal and Pseudipigraphic works (the so-called “Inter-Testamental Literature”) such as I Enoch, 2 Baruch and 4 Ezra.

In examining some of these writings, we might even be able to see hints which lay the groundwork for – and begin to illustrate the earliest divergences of – the world-views of what would later become both Rabbinic Judaism and a nascent Christianity.


All terms used will be fully defined.  No prior background studying this period of history is required.
